Fulminant hepatic failure in a young mother.
We report the case of a mother who developed fulminant hepatic failure with hypoglycaemia, coagulopathy, Grade III hepatic encephalopathy, two days after the delivery of her fourth child. She had complained of pruritus for the final two weeks of pregnancy. She received supportive medical management within a critical care unit, and the hepatic failure resolved completely within 48 hours. Liver biopsy confirmed the diagnosis of acute fatty liver of pregnancy. This case is unusual in that this patient deteriorated markedly following delivery, at a time when spontaneous recovery is normally expected.